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A Light in Dark Times

This booklet was compiled in 2025 at the Peace & Justice Center
in Burlington, VT Another Peace & Justice Songbook



Editor’s Note

All of the songs contained in this booklet come from the
American folk song tradition, and all of these songs are in
the public domain. For this booklet, | tried to collect songs
about overcoming darkness with light, or overcoming
oppression with solidarity, or overcoming cruelty with
kindness. Not all the songs in this booklet were written for
revolutionary contexts, but in our hands, anything can be
made radical and ready for a protest. In fact, all these
songs can be altered for exactly that purpose.

The point of this booklet is not only to help people sing in
community with each other, but also to encourage people
to write their own folk songs. So much of contemporary
corporate life tells us that music, art, and song are all
things we consume rather than create. The bosses are
trying to get us to be passive consumers rather than
participants in creating something different and beautiful.
The final page is for you: rewrite any of these songs into
something different and true to yourself.

Of course, this booklet can be copied, edited, modified,
and distributed to anybody from anywhere for any reason

Nothing herein is copywritten. Everything belongs to you.

- Kason

Postscript

I hope you enjoyed this short booklet! For a huge resource
of public domain tunes, | highly recommend the website
https://www.hymnary.org

One thing that this booklet aims to do is put folk
songwriting back in the hands of all people. We have been
told for so long that songwriting is a specialized skill — and it
certainly can be — but it is also something that almost
everyone can do! This is the way that folk songs spread for
generations. People would pick a tune they liked and then
write their own words to it. Don’t be afraid of your own
poetry, and don’t be afraid to share it with others! Thisis a
deep and rich human tradition, and | can’t wait to see what
new songs you come up with



Chords:

Singin’ in the Rain
Arthur Freed & Nacio Brown, 1929

Originally written for the 1929 film Hollywood Revue, this song became
famous as performed by Gene Kelly in the 1952 film of the same name.
This song, along with Hollywood Revue, entered the public domainin
2025.

Chords: G--Am (x4)D//GAMGD/GAMDAM/GAMG
Am/--DGAm/GAm G D/GAmMm D AmM/G Am G Am/--D G/

Doo dee doo doo
Doo dee doo dee doo doo dee doodle
Doo dee doo doo
Doo dee doo dee doo doo dee doodle

I’m singin’ in the rain, just singin’ in the rain
What a glorious feeling I’m happy again
I’m laughing at clouds so dark up above
The suns in my heart and I’m ready for love

Let the stormy clouds chase everyone from their place
Come on with the rain I’ve a smile on my face

I’ll walk down the lane with a happy refrain

Just singin’, singin’ in the rain

[Repeat last two stanzas, replacing singin’ with dancin’]

I’m dancin’ and singin’ in the rain



The Midnight Special
Traditional, 1923

This song is thought to have originated among prisoners in the
American South. The titular “midnight special” was the name of a train
running between Chicago and St. Louis.

Chords: G/D/A/D

Well you wake up in the morning/hear the work bell ring
Then they march you to the table/you see the same old

thing/Ain’t no food upon the table/And no pork up in the
pan/But you better not complain boy/You get in trouble
with the man

Chorus: Let the Midnight Special shine a light on me (x3)
Let the Midnight Special shine an ever-loving light on me

Yonder come miss Rosie, how in the world did you know?
By the way she wear her apron, and the clothes she wore
Umbrella on her shoulder, piece of paper in her hand

She come to see the governor, she want to free her man
[Chorus]

If you're ever in Houston, well, you better do the right
You better not gamble, and you better not fight

Or the sheriff he'll grab ya, and the boys'll bring you down
The next thing you know, boy, oh, you're prison-bound
[Chorus x2]

Engaging in a Little Mutual Aid
Kason, 2025

Using the same tune as “Learning on the Everlasting Arms,” here is the
song rewritten to be about mutual aid efforts!

Chords: G-C-/G--D/G-C-/G-GD G/

What a fellowship, what a joy is mine/There is no need to
be afraid/Helping out my friends and my neighbors
by/Engaging in a little mutual aid

Refrain: Living, living/Living in a new world we made!
Giving, Giving/Engaging in a little mutual aid!

The warmth within my soulis so shareable/Give it all away
and it will never fade/There’s more than enough here for all
when/Engaging in a little mutual aid [Refrain]

I’ve got much to spare, I’'ve got much to share/All are
welcome and none forbade /We will learn to build
something new by/Engaging in a little mutual aid [Refrain]



Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
Anthony Showalter & Elisha Hoffman, 1887

An old Christian hymn that your editor finds cheesy, though many
people enjoy it! Included here as an example of a song you can
completely rewrite to be about something different

Chords: G-C-/G--D/G-C-/G-GD G/

What a fellowship, what a joy divine/Leaning on the
everlasting arms/What a blessedness, what a peace is
mine/Leaning on the everlasting arms

Refrain: Leaning, leaning/safe and secure from all
alarm/Leaning, leaning/Leaning on the everlasting arms

O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way/Leaning on the
everlasting arms/O how bright the path grows from day to
day/Leaning on the everlasting arms. [Refrain]

What have | to dread, what have | to fear/Leaning on the
everlasting arms/|l have blessed peace with my Lord so
near/Leaning on the everlasting arms. [Refrain]

How Can | Keep from Singing?
Pauline T, 1868

This song originated as a Christian hymn, though the details are scarce
regarding its origin. The tune was written by a Baptist minister, and Pete
Seeger later performed it as a protest song

Chords: DGDA/D GDAAD/D--A/D GDAAD//

My life flows on in endless song/Above Earth's lamentation
| hear the sweet, though far off hymn/That hails a new
creation/Above the tumult and the strife/l hear the music
ringing;

It sounds an echo in my soul/How can | keep from singing?

What through the tempest loudly roars/I hear the truth, it
liveth/What through the darkness round me close/Songs in
the night it giveth/No storm can shake my inmost
calm/While to that rock I'm clinging/Since love is lord of
Heaven and Earth/How can | keep from singing?

| liftt my eyes; the cloud grows thin/l see the blue above
it/And day by day this pathway smooths/Since first |
learned to love it/The peace of love makes fresh my heart/A
fountain ever springing/All things are mine since | am
this/How can | keep from singing?



Let the Lower Lights be Burning
Philip Paul Bliss, 1871

The next two songs are both about being a light in the darkness
ourselves. This first one is a Christian hymn, written in 1871 following a
shipwreck. Metaphorically, the song is about ensuring we are ready to

come to the aid of our neighbors

Chords:D-G-/E-A-/D-G-/DAD-/G--D/E-A-/D-
G-/DA-D/

Brightly beams our Father’s mercy/From His lighthouse
evermore/But to us He gives the keeping/Of the lights along
the shore.

Refrain: Let the lower lights be burning! Cast a gleam
across the wave/Some poor fainting struggling sailor you
may rescue you may save

Dark the night of shame has settled/Loud the angry billows
roar/Eager eyes are watching, longing/For the lights along
the shore. [Refrain]

Trim your feeble lamp, beloved! Some poor sailor, tempest-
tossed/Trying now to make the harbor/In the darkness may
be lost. [Refrain]

Rockin’ Robin
Leon René, 1958

Although this song would typically still be under copyright restrictions,
itis in the public domain because the owners never renewed the
copyright. This is an early rock song about the joy of dancing birds

Chords: G Am D7 (x3)/G//G7 (x4)/CGD C/G---/CG CD//

Tweedy deedy dee/Twee dee deedily dee/Tweety tweety
twee/Tweety deedily dee/Tweet tweet tweet tweet

He rocks in the treetop all the day long/Hoppin' and a-
boppin' and a-singin' his song/All the little birds on Jay Bird
Street/Love to hear the robin go tweet-tweet-tweet

Chorus: Rockin’ Robin (x2)
Blow, rockin’ robin, cause we really gonna rock tonight

Every little swallow, every chickadee/Every little bird in the
tall oak tree/The wise old owl, the big black crow/Flap-a
their wings, singin', "Go bird go" [Chorus]

Bridge: A pretty little raven at the bird bandstand

Taught him how to do the bop and it was grand

They started goin' steady and bless my soul

He out-bopped the buzzard and the oriole

[Repeat First Verse & Chorus]

[Repeat Bridge]

[Repeat First Verse & Chorus]



Come and Go With Me

Traditional; African American Spiritual

The origin of this song is unknown, but it has been used as a protest
song and gathering song since at least the Civil Rights movement.

Chords:D-/GD/--/A-/12“/DDA/D

Come and go with me to that land (x2)
Come and go with me to that land where I’m bound!
Come and go with me to that land (x2)
Come and go with me to that land where I’m bound

There’ll be freedom in that land (x2)
There’ll be freedom in that land where I’m bound!
There’ll be freedom in that land (x2)
There’ll be freedom in that land where I’m bound

There’ll be justice in that land (x2)
There’ll be justice in that land where I’m bound!
There’ll be justice in that land (x2)
There’ll be justice in that land where I’'m bound

There’ll be singing in that land (x2)
There’ll be singing in that land where I’'m bound!
There’ll be singing in that land (x2)
There’ll be singing in that land where I’m bound

This Little Light of Mine

Traditional; African American Spiritual

This song became most famous for its use during the Civil Rights
movement in the 1960s. Protestors would often sing it in the face of
state violence.

Chords: D---/G---D/D-F#fmBm/DAD-:||

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine (x3)
Letis shine, let it shine, let it shine

Everywhere | go, I’'m gonna let it shine (x3)
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine

All around the town, I’m gonna let it shine (x3)
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine

Allthe joy | have, I’'m gonna let it shine (x3)
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine (x3)
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine



Keep on the Sunny Side
Ada Blenkhorn, 1899

A song about being optimistic in the face of hardship, this song was
made even more popular by its use in various films, including O
Brother, Where Art Thou?

Chords:DGD-/--A-/--D-/A-D-//D-G-/D-A-/D-
G-/DAD-//

There's a dark and a troubled side of life/There's a bright
and a sunny side, too/Tho' we meet with the darkness and
strife/The sunny side we also may view.

Chorus: Keep on the sunny side/Always on the sunny
side/Keep on the sunny side of life/lt will help us every
day/It will brighten all the way/If we keep on the sunny side
of life.

Tho'the storm in its fury breaks today/Crushing hopes that
we cherished so dear/Storm and cloud will in time pass
away/The sun again will shine bright and clear [Chorus]

Let us greet with a song of hope each day/Tho' the
moments be cloudy or fair/Let us trust in our neighbors
always/And keep all our friends in our care [Chorus]

“Give” Said the Little Stream
Fanny Crosby, 1867

Fanny Crosby is one of the most prolific song writers in American folk
song history. This song is about the abundance and mercy of nature. In
contemporary times it is remembered most fondly in the western
United States, particularly the Intermountain West

Chords:D---/A-D-|| D-G D/A - D-/D- GD/A -D//
“Give” said the little stream/give oh give, give oh
give/”Give” said the little stream as it hurried down the
hill/I’'m small | know but wherever | go/the grass grows
greener still

Refrain: Singing, singing all the day! Give away, oh give
away! Singing, singing all the day! Give oh give away

“Give” said the little rain/give oh give, give oh give/”Give”
said the little rain as it fell upon the flowers/I’ll raise their
drooping heads again/as it fell upon the flowers [Refrain]

“Give” said the violet sweet/give oh give, give oh
give/”Give” said the violet sweet/In its gentle spring-like
voice/From cot and hall you will hear my call/You will find
me and rejoice [Refrain]



